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Abstract: Taoism, as a Chinese traditional religion, has differences in religious beliefs and fundamental spirit
compare to Western Christianity. Although the Chinese Taoists are polytheists, they emphasis more on the effort
made by human themselves. Start from the idea that “my destiny is control by myself, not the gods", then to rely
on human’s own efforts to achieve the goal of" immortal ". The core of Christianity is the faith in God, starting
from the original sin theory, emphasizing on the salvation from God. The behaviors of the human are the mani-
festation of God’s will, therefore, the purpose of Christian’s life is to glory God. As a result, in order to pursuit the
happiness in life, the Taoist select to maintain good health and spiritual joy, and focus on the relief of suffering
and how to obtain the happiness in the secular world; in contrary, Christianity claims that the only way to regain
happiness is to return to God. Based on the biblical teaching: believe, hope and love, Christians endure and obey
the suffering in the secular world and pursuit the eternal happiness from the afterlife. The comparative study on
the concept of happiness in this paper between Taoist - Ge Hong from Eastern Jin Dynasty and Christian theolo-
gian - Augustine from the Roman Empire, demonstrates the self-consciousness of the existence and purpose of
human in both religions. On the other hand, this paper strive to provide a beneficial lesson for the new cultural
construction through the differences and complementarity of the fundamental spirit on the west and east relig-

ions.
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Abstract: Education is important to build a powerful country. Chinese Christians and
American Christians play important roles in Chinese university. Most of them come from
America or had studied aboard. They become college professor to teach Chinese students
western high tech still and colorful culture. Also, the Christian teachers host some Christian
activity in order to build character development, service, social action, and leadership. They
founded Tinghua Univerisity in Beijing and Tinghua university in Taiwan. Mei yiqi is one of
them, had served as president of Tsinghua in Beijing from 1931-48, became the first president

in the founding of National TsingHua University in Hsinchu in Taiwan in 1956.
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Tsinghua Universities and Christianity

singhua University in Beijing and National TsingHua
University in Hsinchu (Taiwan) are jointly celebrating
their 100 years anniversary on April 24, 2011. It may
be insightful to see how the shared legacy has been
influenced by both American and Chinese Christians.
After the 1911 Revolution Tsinghua’s first President,
Tang Guo’an, wanted to combine English, science,
and technology with Christian “character.” Many of
the first American teachers and some of the Chinese
teachers who returned from studying abroad were
Christians. The campus YMCA was an active group.
Tsinghua hosted the World Christian Student Federa-
tion Conference in 1922, often cited as a catalyst to
the anti-Christian movement of the 1920s. Many
years later Mei Yiqgi, who had served as president of
Tsinghua in Beijing from 1931-48, became the first
president in the founding of National TsingHua Uni-
versity in Hsinchu in Taiwan in 1956.

Origins

Tsinghua’s founding came out of an American deci-
sion to return the excess of the American part of the
Boxer indemnity fund to China. The Allies (7 Western
countries and Japan) had made the Qing court pay an
indemnity for the loss of lives and property brought
on by their support of the Boxers, a secret society of
martial arts, who attacked Westerners and Chinese

Christians in North China in the spring and summer
of 1900.[1]

Arthur Smith, a missionary who had lived in China
since 1872, joined the group that suggested return-
ing the American excess for educational purposes
when he came home on furlough in 1906. He visited
President Roosevelt in Washington, D.C. on March 6,
encouraging him to follow the proposal of Edmund
James, the president of the University of Illinois. On
May 25, 1908 Roosevelt signed a bill stipulating that
the excess go to building a preparatory school to
train a hundred students a year to study in the
United States.[2]

On the Chinese side, Tang Guo’an, one of the stu-
dents in the Chinese Educational Mission who stud-
ied in the United States from 1873-1881, was in-
volved in the planning and negotiation of the Boxer
program in 1907-08. He joined the new office for
Study in the United States in 1909 that was estab-
lished jointly under the ministries of foreign affairs
and education. He was one of three officials who
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accompanied the first group of Chinese students who
had won the 1909 Boxer scholarships to the United
States. A year later Tang accompanied the second
group of Boxer scholarship students to the U.S.[3]

When the Imperial Tsinghua Academy opened in
April 1911 Tang became assistant director. After go-
ing overseas to research education and to work to-
ward opium suppression, he returned to Beijing in
1912. Tsinghua had been closed for six months fol-
lowing the Republican Revolution in October 1911.
Tang chose to leave his government position and to
reconstitute and rename Tsinghua College. It re-
opened in May 1912, with Tang as the founding
president. He recruited high quality faculty from
among the returning Chinese students and made
critical decisions about the organization, funding,
and building program.[4]

As a state institution Tsinghua emphasized teaching
science and technology, but Tang also wanted to
stress the importance of personal moral discipline to
“cultivate the whole human character.” Tang was a
national board member of the YMCA. Many student
groups were set up including speech and debate
clubs, a student newspaper, evangelistic summer
conferences and campus Bible studies. Tsinghua had
the largest and most active student YMCA in Beijing.
Having suffered from heart disease, he resigned the
presidency, just one day before he died of heart fail-
ure on August 22, 1913.[5]

Christian Teachers

The first group of sixteen American teachers who
came to Tsinghua Academy were recruited by the
United States Bureau of Education and the YMCA.
They taught English, Latin, German, geography, his-
tory, mathematics, chemistry, music, art, mechanical
drawing and manual training. Upon their arrival in
China in February 1911, the teachers were received
by the Shanghai mayor. They arrived in Beijing later
in February and the Academy officially opened with
468 students on April 1, 1911.[6]

These teachers came from a variety of backgrounds.
Two had studied at the Detroit Training School and
the Normal Training School in Pennsylvania. Those
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holding bachelors degrees had studied at the Univer-
sity of Missouri, Ohio Wesleyan University and two
at Smith College. Those holding masters degrees had
studied at the University of Michigan, Lehigh Univer-
sity, Wesleyan University (Middletown, Connecticut),
Worcester Polytechnic Institute. One medical doctor
who had graduated from the University of Michigan
taught physiology and biology while another gradu-
ate from University Medical College in Kansas City,
Missouri, taught hygiene.[7]

Some of the teachers who had arrived in subsequent
years and were teaching at Tsinghua in 1916 had
received bachelor degrees from Richmond College
(Virginia),  University of  Missouri, Hamline
(Minnesota), and Colorado College/University of Ox-
ford. Those with master’s degrees had studied at
State University of Kansas, and Wooster Conserva-
tory of Music.[8]

As more returned students started teaching at
Tsinghua the number of American instructors
dropped. There were complaints in 1924 that the six
western faculty members were of average quality,
and at worst, they were incompetent. However, four
of the six who taught during the 1923-24 school year
had master degrees from Michigan (French), Stan-
ford (English), Wesleyan University (English and
Latin) and Harvard (Mathematics). One had a Ph.D.
from Missouri (English) and another had studied at
the NY School of Fine and Applied Arts and at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Chicago (Art). The com-
plaints may have stemmed from the Chinese teach-
ers desire to turn Tsinghua from a preparatory
school into a state university, and their frustration
that an inept teacher had been allowed to stay for
many years.[9]

The presidents of Tsinghua hired Chinese students
who were returning with degrees from studying
abroad. While Mei Yiqgi was the only one recruited
from the first batch of Boxer scholarship students in
1909, by 1925, there were twenty-five who had ei-
ther received scholarships or had graduated from
Tsinghua teaching at the school.[10] Some were
Christians, including Mei Yigi who became president
of the university from 1931-48 and Jiang Tingfu who
was head of the history department from 1929-35.

Mei Yiqi, one of the first group of forty-seven Boxer
scholarship students, returned to China in 1914 with
a BS in electrical engineering. After serving a year
with the YMCA in Tianjin, he became an instructor in
physics and mathematics at Tsinghua. He returned to
the United States in 1921 and took classes at the
University of Chicago and at Columbia. He became
dean of faculty at Tsinghua in 1926, director of the
Chinese Education Mission in Washington D.C. from
1928-31, and then president of Tsinghua University
in 1931. By 1935 Tsinghua had ten graduate depart-
ments, more than one-third of all graduate depart-
ments in China. In 1937 when Japan invaded the
China coast, most of the faculty and students in Bei-
jing fled southwest and Mei became president of the
National Southwest Associated University (a combi-
nation of Tsinghua, Beijing University and Nankai
University) that opened on May 4, 1938 in Kunming,
Yunnan. Mei’s leadership and generosity of spirit
helped to keep the school alive through the dark
years of World War Il. He oversaw the rebuilding and
reopening of the campus in Beijing on October 10,
1946. He served as president until December 12,
1948 when he left for the United States.[11]

After studying at a missionary school in Hunan, Jiang
Tingfu went to the United States in 1912 where a
YMCA secretary arranged for him to go to Park Col-
lege in Parksville, Missouri. From 1914 to 1918 he
studied at Oberlin College. After graduating, he went
to France to serve as a YMCA secretary for the Chi-
nese labor battalion attached to the French army as
part of China’s contribution to the war effort. After
the war he earned a PhD in history from Columbia
University. He first taught at Nankai University in
Tianjin, where he began to focus on the history of
China’s foreign relations, since the Qing Dynasty
documents had become available. After six years he
was invited to become the chairman of the history
department at Tsinghua. Because of the proximity to
the Palace Museum and Tsinghua’s monetary re-
sources, he was able to build a valuable collection of
Chinese historical documents for Tsinghua. He cre-
ated a well-balanced department, reduced the
teaching load so the professors could focus more on
research, and implemented a system of sabbatical
leaves, the first in China. He was known for his ability
to convey his enthusiasm for the importance of his-
tory to his students. He joined famous scholars in-
cluding  Hu  Shi in publishing DuliPinglun
(Independent Critic) in 1932. Entering government
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service he moved to Nanjing in December 1935 to
become director of the political department of the
Executive Yuan. The following year he was appointed
ambassador to the Soviet Union. In 1947 he was
named as China’s permanent representative to the
United Nations, and in November 1961 he was ap-
pointed Chinese ambassador to the United States.
[12]

Religious Activities on Cam-
pus

The YMCA and other Christian activities were some
of the most popular on campus. In the Spring of 1912
the campus YMCA was founded with a constitution,
officers, and regular worship services held every Sun-
day. The aim was to bring “fellow students to a thor-
ough understanding of Christianity and of the princi-
ple of service.” Sunday school, middle school, weekly
religious expeditions and night school for college
servants were added later. The growing success was
attributed to the American and Chinese faculty advi-
sors and the enthusiastic officers and members. In
1916 seventy-six students were listed on the
Tsinghua Young Men’s Christian Association roll. Be-
sides the executive officers, there were leaders for
Bible studies, evangelism, religious services, social
service, personal work and prayer, education, mem-
bership, programs, and the middle school.[13]

The Bible studies were helpful in more than religious
ways. When Wang Zhi arrived at the age of eleven to
begin middle school on the Tsinghua campus in 1918,
he did well in all of his classes except for English. His
second-year English teacher, Lin Yutang, spoke only
English in class. Lin was a recent graduate of St.
John’s University, a missionary school in Shanghai,
and later became a famous author. Wang was wor-
ried that he would be expelled from school after fail-
ing the first three monthly tests. Someone told him
that he should attend the Bible study led by Lin in
order to get extra English practice. At the end of the
fourth month, Wang received a “C” which kept him
from being expelled from the school. Wang gradu-
ated from Tsinghua in 1926 and graduated twelfth in
his class from West Point Military Academy in the
United States in 1932. Because of his English ability
he was appointed China’s liaison officer to General
Douglas MacArthur in the Philippines and Australia
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during World War I1.[14]

By 1920 one third of the Tsinghua students belonged
to the campus YMCA.[15] The report in the school
yearbook for 1923-24 said the “Y” [w]as one of the
largest, oldest and most prosperous organizations on
campus. Over the previous ten years the member-
ship had totaled 600 students. The aim of the organi-
zation was to “develop Christian character and pro-
mote Christian service.” The highlights of the year
included a large delegation attending the YMCA na-
tional convention in Guangzhou in October 1923, a
meeting of 1200 Beijing students in November for
the World Students’ Prayer Day program, a Christ-
mas celebration, and a successful play.[16]

The YMCA continued to influence the lives of the
Tsinghua students even after they left campus. The
YMCA in Shanghai helped them find rooms for a
month as they prepared to sail to the United States
and hosted send-off parties. The YMCA in San Fran-
cisco would often welcome the students arriving
after the ten-day voyage.[17]

Christian Influence and the

Anti-Christian Movement

The May Fourth era following World War | caused
Chinese intellectuals to attack Western imperialism,
perceiving that the Allies “abandoned” China by giv-
ing Japan control over Shandong, a province in China.
Chinese nationalists complained that Tsinghua’s sole
goal was to prepare students for study in the United
States. They condemned the school’s strong ties to
foreign ideologies and Christianity. The influence of
the campus YMCA made Tsinghua a primary target of
an anti-Christian movement that developed in the
1920s.[18]

The World Student Christian Federation’s (WSCF)
was to hold an international conference at Tsinghua
in April 1922. The WSCF was established in 1895 by
John Mott and other American and European lead-
ers. Just before the conference, the general commit-
tee of the WSCF met at the Hotel Peking. The fifty-
seven members consisted of 21 Anglo-Saxons, 20
other Europeans, 13 Asians, and one each an African-
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American, a Native American and a Latin American.

A month before the conference a Great Antireligion
Federation was organized by a veteran anarchist, and
supported by Communists and leftist Nationalist
party leaders.[19] A reporter for the Harbin Commu-
nist newspaper wrote: “The YMCA is one of the most
important bourgeois organizations of youth people...
Missionaries are connected with the secret services
of their countries...”[20]

On April 1, delegates from 32 countries gathered on
the Tsinghua campus. Those seated on the platform
for the opening session included John R. Mott, offi-
cers from China, Holland, the USA, France, Japan and
India. Every province in China, including Manchuria
and Mongolia, was represented. Among the six main
forums of the conference, the most controversial
was “Christianity and International Problems.” It was
an opportunity for Christian students from China,
Japan, India, and other nations to speak about the
tensions they felt as fellow Christians. Eugene Bar-
nett, a YMCA worker in China from 1910-1936,
quoted an unknown source: “No gathering has met
since the War which more fully reflected the tragic
discontent and aspirations which prevail among the
youth of the world today.”[21]

The attacks on the conference by anti-Christian
groups were well planned and carefully timed. On
the second day of the conference, a Chinese group
sent a letter to an English newspaper published in
Tianjin. “We oppose especially Christianity which
because of its duration and the extent of its influ-
ence has done more harm...than any other religion.”
Liang Qichao, the famous philosopher, published a
letter in a Shanghai Chinese newspaper expressing
his support for the anti-Christian movement in order
that it would make religion a “live issue again,” so it
would help people make up their minds “regarding
the truth or error.”[22]

Shortly after the meeting at Tsinghua, an important
National Christian Conference brought together Chi-
nese and missionary leaders in Shanghai. The atten-
dees were predominantly Chinese, both numerically
and in its leadership. The National Christian Council
was created with Cheng Jingyi as the general secre-

tary. The Anti-Christian movement continued
throughout the decade, attacking Christianity and
more specifically the YMCA because of its prestige
and influence.[23]

Founding of National

TsingHua University

From 1949-54, Mei Yiqi conferred with the China
Foundation in New York City about how the Boxer
fund could help subsidize the almost four thousand
Chinese students and scholars stranded in the United
States after the People’s Republic of China was
founded. In 1955 Mei was asked to come to Hsinchu,
Taiwan to create a nuclear science research institute
to help provide Taiwan with power. When the insti-
tute became the National TsingHua University in
1956, Mei became the first president. After an op-
eration for cancer, Mei never left the hospital and
died on May 19, 1962. As the founder of TsingHua in
Taiwan, he had won his students’ love and respect.
Even today, students and faculty pay their respect to
Mei at this grave in the university’s Mei Garden.[24]

Conclusion

Believing that education would build a stronger
China, Chinese and American Christians played an
important role in establishing Boxer scholarships and
founding Tsinghua University. They taught Western
ideas to Chinese students to prepare them for study
in the United States. These students went on in their
careers to help build a modern China that could par-
ticipate in world affairs as an equal. The campus
YMCA offered students opportunities for character
development, service, social action, and leadership
formation. Mei Yiqgi’s life was given to building a
great school and protecting students during World
War Il so they could flourish in later years (some
went on to become Nobel Prize winners), and he
then put all his years of experience to use in found-
ing National TsingHua University in Hsinchu. Though
this is only a brief overview, it gives some sense of
the significant impact Christians have had on these
two great Chinese universities.
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Abstract: Today, Christianity and Judaism are two biggest religions in the world. They
have something in common and something not. Most Christians believe that Jesus is the Son
of God, fully divine and fully human, and the savior of humanity prophesied in the Old Testa-
ment. Consequentially, Christians refer to Jesus as Christ or Messiah. Judaism is considered by
religious Jews to be the expression of the covenantal relationship God established with the
Children of Israel. In this article, it presents the differences from religions in the bible and
modern religions. Also, it will show us characterizes of God and the relationship between God

and Israelites at that time based on the Bible and archaeological data.
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Abstract: In the construction and the requirements of the modern civil society, reli-
gious theology, religion and its practice, corresponding to the modern society has gradually
become a public demand. While the Christian theological thought, belief and practice mean-
ing, can have extremely method, go beyond the inherent faith groups of public values. How to
construct a Chinese Christian public value realization and the full expression of public path?
And the expression pattern of practical investigation of morphological and Chinese Christian
faith, should be the basic premise of public value of Christian view of china. Chinese Christian
Church "Hall -" mode, it is Chinese Christian party pattern, it is based on the "Hall - point", the
Christian faith groups, mainly around the two center to expand. Neither the church, nor the
government administration directly. Therefore, not only is the church - Christian management
mode, all over the Christian understanding of doctrine, in fact is a symbol of the Chinese Chris-
tian localization development mode.
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Faith, Identity, and:.Nationalism: Thelmpactofthe

May Thirtieth Incident en*China’s Christian Colleges

John Barwick

Abstract:The Christian colleges founded in China by Protestant missionaries in the early twen-
tieth century constituted a major nexus of cultural exchange between East and West, but also
raised complex issues of identity and power both for the missionaries and their students. The
tragic killing of eleven student protesters in Shanghai by British troops in May of 1925, an
event that came to be known as the May Thirtieth Incident, brought many of these tensions to
the surface. This paper examines the impact of this event on three of the Christian colleges—
Yenching University in Beijing, St. John’s University in Shanghai, and Lingnan University in Can-
ton. The reaction of each school was different, reflecting not only the influence of geography
and political factors, but the vision of mission education embraced by their respective leaders.
In the end, however, none of the institutions were left untouched by the incident, which trig-
gered a shift in lines of identity and power that favored Chinese interests. The resulting
changes at the colleges can be seen as a harbinger of a coming era in which Western imperial
domination would meet a similar fate.
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Faith, Identity, and Nationalism: The Impact of the May Thirtieth Incident on China’s Christian Colleges

Introduction

The establishment of Christian colleges by Protes-

tant missionaries was one of the most significant
aspects of the Sino-Western cultural engagementin
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
These schools were first started as a way of training
leaders for the churches and winning convertsin a
society resistant to direct forms of proselytism. By
the time they began to reach organizational maturity
in the 1920s, there were sixteen major Christian uni-
versities in China, with more than one thousand fac-
ulty and six thousand students. However, as Chi-
nese resentment of Western imperialist aggression
grew dramatically in the 1920s, the position of these
Christian colleges became increasingly precarious.
Though they contributed in some significant ways to
the development of Chinese society in fields as di-
verse as journalism and agriculture, many Chinese
also perceived them as a threat to native culture and
as tangible symbols of Western hegemony. This pa-
per will focus on how the Christian colleges were
affected by the May Thirtieth Incident in 1925, an
infamous massacre in which British troops killed
eleven Chinese student protesters in Shanghai. In
particular, it will consider how this event shifted the
boundaries of identity and power between mission-
aries and Chinese at three of the Christian colleges—
Yenching University in Beijing, St. John’s University in
Shanghai, and Lingnan University in Guangzhou.
Exactly how far this process of renegotiation went at
each school depended on a whole range of variables,
particularly the willingness of individual missionary
leaders to identify with the aspirations of the Chi-
nese they claimed to serve. Yet regardless of the
specific outcomes, the fact that renegotiation was
necessary in the first place indicated that Chinese
nationalism was becoming a force to be reckoned
with, and one that was capable of radically altering
the relations of power between China and the West.

Missionaries, Students, and Identity
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Missionaries in China faced a number of
challenges in their effort to forge a sense of identity
compatible with their Chinese environment. Among
these were the unequal treaties which the Western
powers had forced China to sign following military
defeats in the nineteenth century. These treaties
brought a number of benefits to Westerners includ-
ing the opening of certain ports to Western trade
and residence, permission for those with passports
to travel in China, and the right of those accused of
committing crimes to be tried under Western laws
and by Western officials. When the Christian col-
leges were first founded in the late 1800s, the Un-
equal Treaties were resented by the Chinese, but not
yet a source of open protest or organized opposition.
The instructors at these institutions, the majority of
them American, accepted the fact of their privileged
status without much unease. Lutz reports that prior
to 30 May 1925, there were very few missionary
voices speaking out against the unequal treaties.
Rather, what the missionaries were focused on was
education, and there were two main approaches that
they adopted. As one educator at the time ob- served,
“According to one theory education is simply an
adjunct to evangelization.... According to the
other theory the work of Christian missions consists
not only in evangelization, but also in giving an exam-
ple of the true nature of Christian civilization.” In
other words, one approach put the emphasis on reli-
gious instruction and the other on academic training.
It was the former approach that predominated up
until the 1920s, and thus in many of the mission
schools, religious courses were a required part of the
curriculum. But as Peter Ng notes in his book Chang-
ing Paradigms of Christian Education in China, relig-
ion did not play as central a role in Chinese society as
in the West, and this affected the attitude of many
Chinese to the religious requirements. Whereas
Christianity had long been a respected and integral
part of Western education, in China religion occupied
a lower position in society and was not connected
with institutions of learning. As a result, most Chi-
nese officials and intellectuals opposed the idea of
religious instruction in the schools, and the common
people seemed to have little interest in such an ap-
proach either.

There were other barriers that could also
make it difficult for missionaries and students to re-
late. A Chinese faculty member at a Christian univer-
sity in Beijing urged missionaries to “pay more atten-
tion to the study and understanding of Chinese ideas
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and institutions...,” which implied that many of them
had only minimal familiarity with Chinese culture.
Meanwhile, a Chinese Y. M. C. A. leader reported,
“Students say many missionaries are just vendors of
religion—outside of professional reasons, the mis-
sionary is not interested in individuals.” But it would
be inaccurate to suggest that all missionary educa-
tors were distant or self-interested. Lutz states that
“the personal interest of teachers in individual stu-
dents [was] among the distinctive characteristics of
the Christian institutions,” while another scholar
familiar with the missionary community in China at
the time has noted “the persistent effort of mission-
aries to understand Chinese life and sentiment, to
meet the Chinese helpfully and work with them for
good ends.” Thus, it seems that many missionaries,
while they found it difficult to enter deeply into Chi-
nese culture and thinking, nevertheless made sincere
efforts to bridge the divide.

It was not only the missionaries who dealt
with issues of identity while living and teaching in
China; the Chinese students who attended the mis-
sion institutions did so as well. For one thing, in
most of the Christian colleges, English was the lan-
guage of instruction. The reasons for this were sev-
eral, including the lack of textbooks in Chinese and
the language limitations of missionary teachers, not
to mention that many students saw English as a path
to career advancement. Such a policy had its dan-
gers, though. T. C. Chou, a noted Christian thinker
of the time, warned emphatically, “Unless [the stu-
dents] are steeped in Chinese ideas through and
through and are able to appreciate Chinese ideals
and to understand Chinese difficulties, they are not
in a position to lead the Chinese or even to hold their
respect, but, instead, they will be reckoned in that
group which has been contemptuously labeled as
being ‘foreignised.””

This reputation for being denationalized had
another source as well. During the May Fourth
Movement of 1919, when Chinese intellectuals led
protests against the Western powers for giving Ger-
many’s colonial holdings in China to the Japanese at
the Versailles Peace Conference, many students from
the Christian colleges participated with the blessing
of school authorities. However, as the movement
grew and disruption of academic work continued,
“Christian college administrators lost their enthusi-
asm and exerted pressure to keep the students in
the classrooms.” This underscored the special status

of mission institutions in China, and led some Chi-
nese to believe that those who attended them did
not strongly identify with the nation. Nevertheless,
it would be a mistake to imagine that students in the
Christian colleges were necessarily less nationalistic.
One student at St. John’s University in Shanghai,
writing an article on “anti-foreignism” in the school’s
journal just prior to the May Thirtieth Incident in
1925, clearly took a positive view of nationalism as
promoting China’s progress. He wrote, “Despite the
indifference on the part of the Chinese merchants
and farmers, anti-foreign articles written by stu-
dents—especially by students of non-missionary
schools, have appeared too frequently in newspa-
pers to need my further comment at present. How
great and magnificent would China become were this
overwhelming spirit a purely nationalistic and patri-
otic one!” And in concluding, he offered the follow-
ing sentiment: “Until China takes her rightful posi-
tion in the family of nations to which her area, re-
sources, population, history, and civilization entitle
her, we must have what is now called anti-
foreignism.” Thus, students faced difficult choices in
constructing their identities, between the benefits
bestowed by an imperialistic West and a China to
which they felt they belonged ethnically but not nec-
essarily culturally.

China’s Christian Colleges before the May
Thirtieth Incident

To show how these dynamics of Christian
identity and nationalism played out in the tangible
matrix of the Christian colleges, the latter half of the
paper will investigate three of these schools both
before and after the May Thirtieth Incident. The first
of these, Yenching University in Beijing, was the lead-
ing Christian college in China at the time. Formed in
1918 from the merger of Peking University and the
North China Union schools, it sat on two hundred
beautifully landscaped acres in the northwest part of
the city with buildings that were modern in construc-
tion but maintained the graceful Chinese style of
architecture. Yenching sought deliberately to inte-
grate Chinese and Western culture, which helped to
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make it an accepted part of the larger society. It was
an approach articulated by its influential and long-
serving first president, John Leighton Stuart. Stuart
wrote in his autobiography, “Among the theories
which | took with me to Peking, the most clearly de-
fined was that the new University should establish
itself in Chinese life independent of treaties with
western countries or any other extraneous factors,
with only such protection as the Chinese people
themselves possessed and wanted to share with us.”
It was also his conviction that the Christian colleges
should “redirect their concern from mere preaching
of Christianity to the direct search for Christian an-
swers to the most pressing problems of modern
China.” Besides making the school’s academic pro-
grams very competitive, Stuart made religious in-
struction voluntary, but integrated religion into the
school curriculum by encouraging a more scholarly
approach to the study of religion. Perhaps most sig-
nificantly, though, he built strong and enduring rela-
tionships with the Chinese, whether with the faculty
and students, or with those outside the school who
supported its work. During this time, Yenching had
seventy-four Western teachers, thirty Chinese fac-
ulty, and 542 students. Research indicates that sixty
percent of the students came from middle class fami-
lies (almost none were of worker or peasant back-
ground), forty percent came from Christian homes,
and sixty percent had made a public profession of
Christian faith. Living in the idyllic splendor of the
Yenching campus surrounded by a society in con-
stant turmoil, they were indeed a privileged group.

St. John’s University in Shanghai was the
most westernized of the Christian colleges in China.
Formed by Americans as an Episcopal school in 1879,
it initially provided a Christian education for lower-
class church families. However, its aim from early on
was to become a major center of learning by offering
education in the sciences and liberal arts and using
English as the language of instruction. Its most influ-
ential president was F. L. Hawks Pott, who took up
the post in 1888 and served until after the May Thir-
tieth Incident in 1925. Pott’s conception of mission
education was more cultural in nature. He believed
that the teaching of Western knowledge and tradi-
tions would broaden students’ minds and bring prac-
tical benefits to society, thereby advancing the cause
of Christianity. The school’s aim was to produce
graduates who would attain positions of influence in
society and could use that influence to build a better
China. Thus, St. John’s did not put pressure on its
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graduates to enter Christian work, nor did many of
them choose to do so. However, this did not mean
that religion was neglected. On the contrary, classes
in religion were mandatory, as was attendance at
daily chapel and Sunday worship. Through its West-
ern curriculum and environment, St. John’s trained
students to be at home in a Western social context.
This approach appealed to the rapidly expanding
ranks of Shanghai’s bourgeoisie, who saw St. John’s
as a ticket for their children into the city’s prosper-
ous expatriate community. Enrolmentin the school
peaked in 1925, with a total of 449 students. Less
than twenty-five percent of St. John’s students came
from Christian homes, and a 1926 survey showed
that only forty-three percent were reported to have
made public professions of Christian faith. Both of
these figures were much lower than the other Chris-
tian colleges in China and reflected the cultural
rather than religious focus of the school. Students at
St. John's lived an elite lifestyle, and their extra-
curricular activities were classic Americana—
performances of Western music, a football team, a
debate society, and a Shakespeare club.

Lingnan University, originally called the
Christian College in China, was founded by Presbyte-
rian missionary Dr. A. P. Happer in the southern Chi-
nese city of Guangzhou in 1888. His aim for the
school was “to raise up educated men to be Christian
ministers, teachers and physicians, as well as for every
other calling in life, by teaching western sci- ence,
medicine and religion.” As with Yenching and
St. John's, English was the language used in the class-
room. The school lacked a dominant leader for much
of its history, and as a result its educational philoso-
phy was not as clearly defined as some of the other
schools. Its approach appeared to lie somewhere
between the integrationist model of Yenching and
the Western paradigm of St. John’s. In 1919, Dr. B. C.
Henry was appointed president of Lingnan. He was
comparatively young, spoke fluent Cantonese, and
related well to the Chinese. Henry emphasized
academics over evangelism, but his vice president,
Alexander Baxter, subscribed to the traditional em-
phasis on religious instruction. The school had a sig-
nificant number of required religious courses, and
Sunday worship was compulsory. One unique aspect
of the college was its inter-denominational charac-
ter, which made it more difficult to raise funds and
retain faculty, since there was no particular denomi-
nation (with the resources that such organizations
could muster) committed to providing support. One
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of the unexpected benefits of this state of affairs was
that from early on in its history the school turned to
the Chinese community for financial support, and as
a result enjoyed closer ties with the local society than
other Christian colleges. This could be seen in
Lingnan’s reliance on the local warlord General Li
Fulin for protection against bandits and other hostile
locals. In 1926, Lingnan had twenty-three foreign
teachers, ten Chinese instructors, and a student body
of 226, most of them the children of well-to-do fami-
lies in Guangzhou. Of this number, sixty-eight per-
cent had made a public profession of faith. Athletics
played an important part in school life, but the
school lacked the upper class atmosphere of Yench-
ing and St. John's, probably because it was not as
stable or well funded.

The Tragic May Thirtieth Incident

The May Thirtieth incident started with a
strike in May 1925 by Chinese workers at a Japanese-
owned factory in Shanghai. After being locked out,
workers broke into the factory on 15 May to destroy
equipment, and one of them, Gu Zhenghong, was
shot and killed by a Japanese guard. In order to pro-
vide a forum for protest, a large memorial service
was held in Gu’s honor on 24 May, and was attended
by several thousand people. A number of student
radicals who were leading groups to the memorial
service that day were arrested by the Shanghai Mu-
nicipal Police (SMP) and scheduled to be tried on 30
May. As a result, students planned a daring protest
in the central district of the International Settlement,
where demonstrations were officially prohibited.
The protest was set for 30 May to show both their
support for the arrested students and their opposi-
tion to imperialism. When the day arrived, hundreds
of students carrying banners and shouting slogans of
protest converged from different directions on the
police station on Nanjing Road in the heart of the
International Settlement. As the number of protest-
ers outside the station rapidly increased, a British
inspector with Chinese and Sikh constables under his
command began to fear the situation was getting out
of control. He shouted at the crowd to disperse, and

then, only seconds later, ordered his men to open
fire. A lethal volley of forty-four shots rang out, kill-
ing eleven students and wounding twenty others.
The tragic massacre led to a general strike in Shang-
hai and protests all over China, which students from
the Christian colleges eagerly joined. Nationalism
and popular anger at the injustices of imperialism
began to reach new heights of intensity.

China’s Christian Colleges after the May
Thirtieth Incident

At Yenching University, upon receiving news
of the massacre, students organized large-scale dem-
onstrations against imperialism and the unequal
treaties. President Stuart, who was in the United
States at the time, wrote letters on two occasions in
support of the students. He recognized that
“whatever future there is for the Christian move-
ment in this country will depend upon the extent to
which it ceases to conflict with a genuine and well-
informed nationalistic spirit.” With these and other
student movements on campus, Stuart worked hard
“to get fairly well acquainted with their leaders,” and
so was able to preserve harmony in the college com-
munity. The faculty at Yenching also played an im-
portant role in diffusing potential conflict with the
students and the wider community by publishing a
statement expressing identification with the stu-
dents’ goals. Part of the statement put primary re-
sponsibility for healing the breach in Sino-Western
relations on the shoulders of the Western powers,
challenging them to work toward this end by show-
ing a “readiness to revise the treaties which have
long been out of date; and by actively working to put
Chinese-foreign relations on a basis of mutual good
will rather than on the forcible retention of resented
privilege.” In this way, Yenching’s standing in the
Chinese community, far from being damaged by the
May Thirtieth Incident, was actually enhanced by it.

Other significant changes followed in the
wake of the tragedy. The following year, the school
decided to register with the Ministry of Education.
This had long been a demand of Chinese nationalists,
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who resented the independent status of the Chris-
tian colleges as an affront to Chinese sovereignty.
Indeed, the registration issue was a popular weapon
in attacks leveled at the Christian institutions during
the so-called Anti-Christian Movement that flared
throughout the 1920s. One stipulation insisted on by
the government in order to register—that schools
not require any religious courses or activities—
Yenching had already satisfied. Others, such as
choosing a predominantly Chinese Board of Manag-
ers and appointing a Chinese vice-president, were
soon adopted. In this way, the school came under
Chinese government authority. Finally, Yenching
dramatically strengthened its Chinese programs
through a successful partnership with Harvard Uni-
versity, eventually becoming one of China’s leading
centers for research on Chinese culture.

The impact of the May Thirtieth Incident on
St. John’s was markedly different, and characterized
by conflict. When students requested permission to
join in protests following the massacre, President
Pott and the foreign faculty insisted that the school
maintain strict neutrality, and thus if students joined
the demonstrations, they would not be allowed to
reside on campus. The Chinese teachers, though,
strongly favoured granting the students permission
to participate in the protests, and as the majority of
the faculty, their position won. In response, how-
ever, Pott dismissed classes for a week. The school
also made a public declaration that carefully avoided
any expression of support for the nationalist senti-
ments of the protestors, and instead simply deplored
the students’ deaths and called for an immediate and
impartial investigation. Shortly thereafter, the
students asked to fly the school’s Chinese flag at half
-mast on 3 June, which Pott agreed to do. However,
when the Episcopal bishop of Shanghai, Robert
Graves, heard the news, he was afraid that the Chi-
nese flag flying at half-mast would be interpreted as
indicating sympathy for the actions of the student
protesters who were killed, and he therefore or-
dered Pott to take down both the American and Chi-
nese flags. Predictably, this deeply offended the
Chinese students, and when they tried to raise their
own Chinese flag, Pott decided to close the school
for the summer. Incensed, 265 students signed a
statement declaring that they would never return to
St. John’s, and seventeen Chinese instructors re-
signed their positions at the school.

Bishop Graves called a meeting on 16 June
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to determine St. John's policy regarding student pro-
tests and the following five resolutions were adopted:
1) those presently in charge must adminis-

ter the schools; 2) student interference would not be
tolerated; 3) the schools were Christian institutions;
4) religious instruction was compulsory, and no com-
promise would be allowed; and 5) the school would
close if students went on strike. The only concession
St. John’s was willing to make was to give students
the choice of attending Christian worship on Sunday
or a non-religious moral lecture. When the school
reopened in the fall of 1925, it had only 218 stu-
dents, barely half the previous year’s total; in 1926 it
climbed to 313. Not surprisingly, Pott and Graves
were unwilling to register the school with the Chi-
nese government, and it continued to be run as it
always had been, under Western control and along
largely Western lines.

The situation at Lingnan following May Thir-
tieth was the most complex. One of the factors con-
tributing to this was the politically charged atmos-
phere in Guangzhou. In the fall of 1923, Sun Yat-sen
had moved the headquarters of his Nationalist Party
from Shanghai to Guangzhou, remodeled the organi-
zation into a centralized political machine with the
help of Soviet Comintern advisors, and formed a po-
litical alliance with the Chinese Communist Party. By
the time of the May Thirtieth Incident, Guangzhou
had become a major center of anti-imperialism and
revolutionary ferment in China. When the blood-
shed in Shanghai occurred, President Henry was away,
and Vice-President Baxter was temporarily filling in.
Unfortunately, Baxter was not popular with the
students or faculty because of his strict enforce- ment
of a policy of political neutrality. Immediately
following the massacre, a committee of Chinese pro-
fessors, workmen, and students met and asked per-
mission to raise funds on campus in support of the
Shanghai strikers. Initially Baxter and some of the
teachers opposed the request, but seeing the strength
of Chinese support for it, they relented. The foreign
staff also issued a public statement on the massacre in
which they reserved judgment on the question of
responsibility but openly called for a revi- sion of the
unequal treaties. It was at this point, in the middle of
June, that President Henry arrived back at the school,
just before the situation in Guangzhou turned
tragically violent.

On 23 June, there were strikes and a large
demonstration held in the city to protest against
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imperialism and the May Thirtieth massacre. Some
three hundred teachers, students, and workers from
Lingnan joined the parade, marching towards the

end of the parade line, with some armed Chinese
military units about one hundred yards behind them.
As the marchers neared the foreign settlement on
Shamian Island, where British and French troops were
stationed, gunfire suddenly erupted between the two
sides, with each side later claiming the other

fired first. The Chinese, fully exposed to the Western
guns, had by far the worst of it. All told, fifty-two
Chinese were killed in the ensuing carnage, including
a teacher and student from Lingnan, in what came to
be known as the Shamian Massacre. The school was
plunged into a crisis. That same evening, Henry
signed a statement deploring the “wanton killing of
unarmed students,” and the next day, the school’s
American faculty issued a declaration categorically
denouncing the killings and supporting the Chinese
position that the Western troops fired first. The ef-
fect of the two statements was to win the favour of
the Chinese community, while drawing the ire of
many Westerners, including a large number of mis-
sionaries. Henry later issued a clarification of his
statement, noting that he did not explicitly say who
fired the first shot, but insisting that the statement
was justified given the extreme reaction of the West-
ern troops. In this way, Henry tried to keep the
school’s position neutral while riding out the storm

of nationalist outrage that the massacre engendered.
That same summer, Henry oversaw the selection of a
predominantly Chinese Board of Trustees. In the fall,
Lingnan not only made all religious instruction volun-
tary, but was the first among the Christian colleges

to register with the Ministry of Education. Most sig-
nificant of all, Henry resigned his position in 1927 to
make way for Chung Wing-kwong, the first Chinese
president of a Christian college.

Drawing Boundaries, Shifting Boundaries

The May Thirtieth Incident stirred powerful
currents of nationalistic sentiment in the hearts and
minds of many Chinese people, especially young in-
tellectuals. Such patriotic fervor profoundly altered

the cultural and political landscape of the nation,
particularly in the sphere of relations with the West.
Situated on the front lines of Sino-Western cultural
exchange, the Christian colleges were directly buf-
feted by these forces. However, for a variety of rea-
sons, the response of each school was different. One
important factor was the geographical location of
the institution. Yenching was in the least ideological
environment of the three schools. Not only was its
location in Beijing far from the epicenter of the mas-
sacre in Shanghai, but on the political front it only
had to contend with limited pressure from a local
warlord government, both factors which mitigated
against an extreme response. Neither St. John’s nor
Lingnan were so fortunate. In the heart of Shanghai,
the largest of the treaty ports, missionaries at St.
John's naturally felt greater pressure not to take a
position critical of the West. Quite likely they were
not inclined to do so anyway, given the strong West-
ern orientation of the school. And with significant
Western military protection close at hand, St. John’s
was able to successfully resist the onslaught of Chi-
nese nationalism and maintain its Western identity.
In Guangzhou, meanwhile, Lingnan faced what was
perhaps the most challenging situation of all, particu-
larly in the wake of the Shamian massacre. Not only
was the college at the center of the Nationalist
Party’s sphere of influence, it was dependent on the
local Chinese community for finances and protection.
Due to this vulnerability, Lingnan proved more will-
ing as an institution to support Chinese nationalist
aspirations and to accept greater Chinese control
over administration of the school

Possibly the most important factor in deter-
mining each school’s reaction to the crisis was the
philosophy of the individual missionary leaders. Stu-
art at Yenching was the broadest thinker in the group
and the most effective in integrating Western learn-
ing and religion with Chinese culture and social con-
cerns. He represented a new breed of missionary,
one that emphasized the educational task of the
school over direct evangelism and sought to be sen-
sitive to the Chinese context. His commitment long
before May Thirtieth to voluntary religious instruc-
tion and opposing the unequal treaties goes far in
explaining why Yenching had no school protests in
response to the incident. By contrast, Pott at St.
John’s could be said to belong to the old guard, and
in fact, at the time of the incident had already been
president of St. John’s for more than thirty-five
years. For him, it appeared to be a difficult thing to
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part with the idea of a Christian college where West-
ern culture was dominant and Western control
brooked no opposition, even a loyal Christian one.
The inability to change this paradigm as China began
to experience nationalist awakening inevitably led to
conflict with the students, who were among the first
to be affected by the new patriotism. At Lingnan,
these two types of missionaries were both in evi-
dence, as the traditional Baxter aroused conflict
while the progressive Henry helped effectively to
quell it. The ability of Stuart and Henry to identify
more closely with Chinese culture can be explained
in part by the fact that both had grown up in China as
the children of missionary parents, but it also re-
flected the more contextualized thinking of a
younger generation of missionary leaders who saw
the need for Christianity in China to break free of its
association with Western culture and imperialism
and integrate more closely with Chinese society.

The May Thirtieth Incident forced both the
missionaries and the Chinese students at the Chris-
tian colleges to make difficult decisions about how to
draw lines of identity between self and the Other.
For the missionaries, the surge in nationalist senti-
ment generated by the injustices of imperialism
made it far more difficult to harmonize their per-
sonal attachment to the West with their sense of
commitment to China and the interests of the Chi-
nese people — they had to choose which would be
primary. Some missionaries, such as Stuart and
Henry, showed by their response to the crisis that
they were willing to put Chinese concerns first, in
this case by affirming legitimate nationalist aspira-
tions; but others, like Pott and Baxter, found it far
more difficult to do so. At the time, it seems that
both camps were well represented among the mis-
sionaries at the Christian colleges. For the Chinese
students, there were hard choices to be made as
well. Was it possible to study at a Western school or
convert to Christianity and still be considered a patri-
otic Chinese? Many struggled to resolve such ques-
tions. In the end, though, the majority chose to stay
put; only at St. John’s was there a mass exodus.
Thus, it appears that the students were attracted by
at least some elements of what the Christian schools
had to offer, and relinquished these benefits only if
the school was completely unwilling to accommo-
date their interests as Chinese. It also suggests that
they believed there was no irreconcilable conflict
between being Chinese and accepting Western
learning or even Christian faith. For both missionar-
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ies and students, the Christian ideal of human equal-
ity and fraternity existed in uneasy tension with pow-
erful notions of nation and race. This ideal made it
possible to renegotiate lines of identity and power,
but the extent to which the lines were redrawn var-
ied from one institution and individual to another.
Nevertheless, it is safe to conclude that the May Thir-
tieth Incident significantly shifted the dynamics of
this tension in a direction favourable to the Chinese.
This is most evident in the decisions made by both
Yenching and Lingnan shortly after the tragedy to
register their institutions with the government,
which required that they first yield far greater ad-
ministrative control to the Chinese. Moreover, there
was a new effort to promote issues of concern to the
Chinese, such as Yenching’'s development of a strong
program in Chinese cultural studies. Even at St.
John's, where no major concessions were made to
Chinese demands, the fact that so many students
and faculty left the school, and that its subsequent
attendance never reached 1925 levels, was evidence
of a dramatic change in Chinese attitudes. These
shifts were seen first in the Christian colleges, but
pointed to an approaching day when Western impe-
rial hegemony in China would meet a similar fate.
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Abstract: in today’s world, the role of religion in building a robust civil society in a nation has been increas-

ingly recognized. More and more scholars are doing research on religion and civil society. In China, too, the study
of the relationship between religion and state, and religion and society in general has also been on the rise. But
the study of the Catholic Church in civil society building is very much lacking, and a comparative study of the
Catholic Church in greater China is even scarcer. This study is an attempt to fill up the gap. In this paper, | intend to
illustrate what we know about the relationship between Catholicism and civil society all over the world in gen- eral
and in greater China in particular. | will try to explain why some Churches are more active than others in one way
or the other. Some of the major factors we consider include structural, cultural, and personal. Finally | ex- plore
what our planned project can do in the future in understanding these issues. Such a study will not only help us
understand the role of the Catholic Church in civil society building in the four areas of greater China, but help the
Church, the state, and the society in general understand how they might coordinate their own policies to- ward

one another and together contribute to the building of a civil society.

K ARMS REH ME: ARMSIEEZREDOEEER CLE 3R E 1 AT,

FHEARMSMRABY TFAFANLZEEAN TR ASTRGERANNITFEK — KT Lilg. &,

W1, SRR EBES AR SRHERBAE, WENZE RN REH S ARESRR. REK
E—ANEPRRRE, RER AR TS, 2 DERIIE . R REAICT MR MY
REHZMAKS E BB AR

BRRE R XIS B BAE 2B | TR EHE AR SMRR, MRNBEKR. WK
FHMHABA RAL AL KRR T RBSRARED . ROWF AR ER. BxX. ARESHLSEMW

PR LRRR, WTEARNSMAS S, HEARMES, BRRAHD,
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}A —MRIRIERE, REHEARMLS
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Cansanova (2001a:432) Fifgi, KREHLE 1963
SRR SO AU o T ABORL& )2

RALZMBEAT, Rl kT Hb. P&, & 1.

Z 5 GRFEZ 2012) o SRIMLE 1960 4 AR
H, REHRET T HERIHS 5L ER 5
TIRRASW, REZGEMAR T EERARZE )
458, 1F 1970 #) 1990 FEACHHE =R Eis5)
B T RRIER . SHFEN, REHLZEN
BAZHI BB T A £ BRI ERTIHETTN
TE LA NP ZESRE B 2 T DA Kt 5 B R 4y
e (A AL % 2 — (Casanova 2001a:433) o
REHZACETR—NARESHLA, A
PALIFi8, (HA2Za 70 Ok B BF LG ia R a8 2
ML G0 T, MfEs T — a4
Rt FERIER. EEBMFEIEHE LTt
(Casanova 2001b) . 7EX LTI R E4LIZE)
W, A ATTEE R T EEMEH .. XE—MAR
S HLER

ER TR, REBERT ARIRR ML
Z—. B, FHEMEFERN RSN T %
Pt ERERE, GFRRIEEZNEY.. BEX
kL2 BRIL S (Romero 2001:482, 485)
EETE, BV ASBSHKRRPFZGEHLR)
—/NHUO IR TR 4R AR, 1975 4, Evaristo
Arns K EFOH BUM IR IR B i3 Viadimir Herzog
FEEW AR TR Pt RIEHUE 20 e
R TR I DL K S0 W 0k 52 RN 25 A 1 = 4
F2Z— (Cleary1997) .

IR VAL AR ANBCIRIL by R 3
FERA L1, REHENE T — D e

s B4 AEH A ) R B G (5] 4 25 4 DL K BE G ) i
F, REHBGHEA R —ANRSF A R
Bl NERS EJRRERE XATE KRR EREARE,
WEARAEAERAB R Z2EHERmC. HEER
F RIS TR AR 55 5 IR 20 B8 08 B [ $4 44 2 3
G AN FPEAAE R R VIS (Fabrizio 2007) o 17
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BT —MASRHERN A BRI, SLIE RO [
HELEUS . ATEENR (Schwarz & Tatalovich

2009) .

REHS RS — PR UBHRE +

A2 IR FUE B WA 8 2 R0 At b 7 1 R
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FHAE 1500 FAX, S M BH SIS R 3 S AhAT TR
—RNEHL, FFUER B ) rh E AL, Wl
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(Madsen 2003:475; Yang 2006) . 415 i I 7E

] (19 R 2 #08A Re s 15 HoAth
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iR F BN LHVi (Madsen 2003:474,
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5 .
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BRI AHEHIR T F 2 N 1950 3 1980 4EAL M
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(Leung 1 Chan 2003) . X &8 T A RS
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KK BEFRUE R TRNER =02
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o SEANT RIS S AL . 75 1966 4E (1)
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POREF RFEAR FERT B LG Ip T B4
K% Frolit, REEBURITH, RFHCME
AT mHE, HEfEdakE L, BITREH
(1) A Bk 2 JE H B K (WL Zhong Zhijian 1998) .
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W HHEE
TSR U “HEs o™ el E p3Ens

AR R 2 SRR BRI

M2 ACEARBRGTRAE OB G R E LI FRECC R WIS 518
BREAT R, ASGERG 1B Brh EAL R . 1EE Ay, Brid e E A e bs B2
] SR A LA i) 7 FUEAT AR, 1 P R O S B R DA B U 5K
KEFIEHC. H, REFRFEBNE, RBEASHEERD EAHSE, 48R 2R
1o b, WRIEHEEMAEIERG], EE AN, o EEE A Zi5e e V) W vh o 1%
gt WkTs RS EOE R R ERE . P E R R AU W B, B DLSCRE
SRARTEAN B O TE ST HO AR UG .

FEEI . BEERoE WE RS i AEH

Abstract: In this article, it discusses that helping people in distress is a common relig-
ion relationship of Buddhism and Christianity. According to a contrast of “Guanyin” and “Good
news”, this paper also explores the problem of Christianity in China. The author believes Chi-
nese Buddhism is a Chinese religion which present as Buddhism style, and Chinese Christianity
is a an chinese religion which present itself as Christianity style. Therefore, based on the same
content, christianity and Buddhism look like different on exterior , but the results are the
same. Also, according to the translation of the Buddhism classic materials, the author believes
chinese christianity must cut off the western culture in order to build a complete chinese style
christianity. The chinese christianity must listen the God’s words from this time forth and for
evermore.
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K. MR BUE RFE B XE LR E T

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the traditional marriage form is
disappearing in two major ways. One is the structure of marriage and socializa-
tion of marriage ability. Thus, what could we get back the traditional value of the
marriage? The <bible> is not only the book which talks about religion, but also
talk about the many social ethic, such as, sexual, marriage, single, devoice. And
presence of couples. In this article, according to the studies of bible, its will show
that the reason why men and women should marry each, the principle of the

marriage, the condition of devoice and how to deal with the marriage life.
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Religion and U.S. Foreign Policy

Q1. How does religion affect Sino-US foreign pol-
icy?

From the 1970s to ‘80s, American foreign policy was
shaped by the cold-war mentality, which focused on
geo-politics and the military balance of power. Cul-
ture and religion were rarely mentioned. In 1976-
1980, during President Jimmy Carter’s first term, the
U.S. government started to pay more attention to
human rights issues, and the State Department was
required to report annually on conditions around the
world. Carter asked Deng Xiaoping to allow printing
of the Bible, to re-open churches, and to allow the
return of missionaries to China. Deng agreed to the
first two requests, but not the third. China’s religious
toleration thus played an important part in the nor-
malization of relations with America. But in the era
of globalization after the cold war, the Sino-US rela-
tionship deteriorated on this front.

This had much to do with the growing involvement in
global politics in the 1990s by American evangelical
Protestants. Whereas they first had focused earlier
on domestic political issues, some of those issues
became internationalized and evangelicals them-
selves got more involved in travel, work and missions
overseas. IRFA is primarily a product of evangelicals’
lobbying. While their concerns were worldwide,
China became a target of criticism during the 1992
U.S. election campaign, which raised the question of
whether China should maintain MFN status and en-
ter the WTO.

In order to avoid a trade war with China, President
Clinton re-named MFN as NTR (normal trade rela-
tions) and set up alternative mechanisms to monitor
human rights issues in China, including the CECC. By
1997-98, improvements in China and new mecha-
nisms for addressing religious freedom issues eased
tensions. Under President Clinton and President Ji-
ang Zemin, the two sides promoted the establish-
ment of Sino-US human rights dialogue, and Jiang
Zemin invited the White House to sponsor a visit to
China by three prominent religious leaders in early
1998. Clinton and Jiang exchanged state visits, and
the Sino-US relationship seemed headed for a
brighter future. Unfortunately, China’s bans on politi-
cal dissent and on Falungong and other sects in 1998
-99 cast a shadow over cooperation, and the follow-
ing dialogues on human rights and religion were in-
termittent and largely ineffectual.

Q2: What is religious freedom? What is the sig-
nificance for America to promote religious free-
dom? In China we understand we can worship any
god or goddess, but only if this doesn’t hinder the
social order. This is religious freedom with limits.
What is the relationship between religion and hu-
man rights?

Religious freedom is closely related to other basic
human rights, especially freedom of the press and
association. As Secretary Clinton has put it, “itis also
about the right of people to think what they want, say
what they think, and come together in fellowship
without the state looking over their shoulder.” | think
it is important to use international, not just American
or Chinese definitions, such as those spelled out in the
“Declaration on the Elimination of all forms of
Intolerance and Discrimination based on Religion or
Belief (1981),” which both the U.S. and China have
signed. Here, the term used is “freedom of religion
and belief” (sometimes called “freedom of con-
science”). These terms help us understand that the
freedom to believe something in your mind is not
enough; only when you can speak or write about it

or meet with others to practice your belief do you
have freedom. This is why some believe that the
manifestation of religious belief should be consid-
ered the “first” among the basic human rights.

I think it is unfortunate that when the U.S. and China
began official dialogue on these issues, human rights
and religion were separated and often IRF was
treated as secondary to the others. | think they
should be combined so that the indivisible interrela-
tionships are very clear.

Q3: China has been designated as CPC ever since
1999 when the first IRF report was released by
DOS. Do Americans know that each year when
China is designated as CPC it always arouses the
aversion of Chinese people?

I’'m very aware that many Chinese people think that
the report is aimed at China, and is just one part of a
larger U.S. conspiracy against China. In fact, the re-
port is required by law to cover every country using
international standards and definitions, not singling
China out. China is only one of the 190 countries that
the report assesses.

Q4: Each year the IRF report has repeatedly ac-
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cused China for its persecution of Falungong, but
we understand that Falungong is an evil cult.

| think the problem lies in that Americans see that
the Chinese government handles issues like Falun-
gong with administrative rather than legal means,
and has suppressed all other “cults” since 1999 as
defined by Chinese not international standards. The
United States like all countries also has the problem
of suspicious spiritual groups that may harm society,
but the government tries to address the problem
with legal means and is criticized if they don’t. There
was widespread national controversy when police
suppression of the “Branch Davidians” in Waco Texas
in 1993 caused over 80 deaths.

The legal definition of religion in China is quite nar-
row; only five major global religions have legal
status, not even Eastern Orthodoxy, Hinduism or the
Mormon faith. Some sects are considered elsewhere
to be "New Religious Movements (NRMs),” not nec-
essarily evil cults. As long as they do not violate the
law, they are allowed to practice. Since there is no
clear-cut world-class definition for religion in China,
the police system has strong power to define what is
legal and what is illegal, resulting in the abuse of
power and religious persecution.

Q5: The IRF report often blames China for abuses
of religious freedom in Tibet, but in our mind,
Tibet is clearly a political issue, not just a religious
issue.

You are right, the Dalai Lama traditionally has been a
political as well as religious leader, and that does
complicate things far more than most Americans
realize. For Tibetans, the Dalai Lama’s spiritual roleis
central to their local cultural identity and spiritual
and emotional wellbeing, and perhaps many Chinese
don’t understand how important that is. Meanwhile,
he is very popular among young people in the United
States, because he preaches a philosophy of love,
peace and environmental concern. But most Ameri-
cans do not know the complicated mixing of religion
and politics in Tibet, or the history of CIA secret in-
tervention in Tibet. While the Dalai Lama does not
advocate for independence in Tibet, and uses the
word “autonomy” instead, there is a huge gap be-
tween the two sides over technicalities, including the
geographic designation of “Tibet” and legal defini-
tions of autonomy, which require serious dialogue
and negotiation.

e 80

Q6: Do you think religious freedom in China has
improved over the years?

The Chinese government has adjusted its policy on
religion several times, shifting from political-
ideological suppression to regulation by the govern-
ment. The narrowly-defined, authorized “patriotic”
organizations have gained the most freedom of op-
eration. Through the 1990s, the government regu-
lated appointments of leaders and places for gather-
ings but didn’t interfere with the content of belief,
expecting religion to gradually diminish. But since
2000, the government has been more intervention-
ist, sponsoring “theological reconstruction move-
ments” in each authorized religion, which requires
revising doctrines to make religion serve the state,
and using police as well as religious affairs channels to
enforce the rules against other groups. They also have
become more restrictive since 2005 of the for- eign
ties of religious (and other nonprofit) organiza- tions
— contrary to more open trends in the economy or
academia. Unregistered groups are labeled as po-
tential threats to state security. So while religious
practice continues to grow at the grassroots, and
there is less social discrimination against believers,
religious policy remains quite restricting.

Q7: Do you know that many Chinese regard the
United States promotion of international religious
freedom as a kind of cultural imperialism?

| would address accusations of cultural imperialismin
this way. America emphasizes individualism. We be-
lieve the interests of individuals and minority groups
are very important on the assumption that if their
interests are protected, then those of the majority
automatically would be safe. China tends to stress
the interests of the Han majority over those of mi-
norities — ethnic groups and religious believers. So
Americans focus on pressing China to allow minori-
ties the right to believe and practice what they like,
not on trying to make China into a Christian nation or
promoting separatism.

Q8: Why does the religious report assess almost all
countries in the world but with the exception of
America?

This is because IRFA is mandated by Congress as a
foreign policy act, and it is not the duty of the State
Department (for foreign, not domestic affairs) to
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assess the religious situation in the US. Meanwhile,
the format of the report is fixed by law and focuses
on details of abuses of human rights. There is little
space allowed to address improvements in religious
freedom in any detail, only an overview in the pref-
ace. This contributes to an impression that the
United States believes it is perfect in its religious
situation.

Q9: What impact does the 9/11 event have upon
US foreign policy?

After 911, it became obvious to the world that relig-
ion-based terrorism poses a threat to national and
international security. Religious freedom thus be-
came directly connected for the first time with
American national security policy. The impression
grew that religion is a negative thing, despite some
scholars and religious leaders pointing out how free-
dom of religion can be a positive tool to counter ter-
rorism.

Q10: With the passage of IRFA in 1998, religion
was formally institutionalized into American for-
eign policy, with two agencies established. One is
the IRF office in the State Department, the other
USCIRF. How do you evaluate their more than 10
years of work?

The act also created an Ambassador-at-Large for IRF,
whose work is supported by the office. Because this
was so new, many traditional officers in the State
Department worried that religious issues might im-
pact adversely on bilateral relations with its allies
and trading partners. So the office was put under the
control of DRL, rather than directly under the Secre-
tary of State. This has tended to limit the authority
and influence of the Ambassador, the office, and the
issue itself.

USCIRF is not a government agency and has no real
power, with its mandate limited to advising the
President, Secretary of State and Congress. But they
have a large budget, actually more than IRF office or
even the entire DRL bureau. Being a monitoring
body, USCIRF tends toward critical thinking; the
longer the list of CPC countries, the better. However,
the approach hasn’t produced much positive effect
on the actual behavior of other countries.

Q11: Will the reelection of President Obama affect
promotion of religious freedom?

During the election campaign, there was little atten-
tion given to religion in general, or IRF in particular,
whether by the media or either candidate. | think the
background of the candidates had much to do with
this. While Obama is a Christian, he was closely asso-
ciated in his early career with an African-American
pastor in Chicago, who is viewed by many as politi-
cally radical and even anti-American, so Obama is
better off avoiding the issue. Romney also tried to
avoid referring to his Mormon identity, so as not to
provoke suspicion or dislike from some Christians. Of
course, if Romney had been elected, perhaps he
might have been more active in promoting religious
freedom, as Mormons are quite active in missions
around the world. So far, since the election, the signs
point to a second Obama term focused on domestic
issues, not foreign affairs. I’'m not sure what John
Kerry’s views on IRF may be.

Q12: Thomas Farr at Georgetown University, and
former director of the IRFA office, has pointed out
that IRFA is a failure as a foreign policy tool. In
2009 he offered his “Future of U.S. International
Religious Freedom Policy: Recommendations for
the Obama Administration” to adjust implementa-
tion of the IRFA. What do you think is the future
trend for IRFA?

| agree that advocates for religious freedom need a
fresh approach to their engagement of countries like
China that have consistent records of abuses. Past
efforts to influence such countries have often failed
to improve significantly the protection of religious
human rights because they have been perceived as
foreign impositions, not as opportunities for mutu-
ally advantageous cooperation. Instead, religious
freedom interventions have aroused official and
popular suspicion of subversive political intent, erod-
ing trust. So a new framework is needed to promote
religious freedom in China.

The old approach has relied primarily on (a) lobbying
for “top-down” government-to-government political
discussions at high levels; and (b) media exposure of
detentions or arrests, in order to pressure foreign
governments into concessions regarding religious
rights abuses. A new framework is needed that is a
“both/and” approach. On one hand, this approach
preserves room for selective use of publicity-
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oriented tactics and advocacy for urgent immediate
cases of abuse. On the other hand, it would empha-
size new innovative mutual efforts (such as training,
experimental projects) to support medium- and long-
term cultural and institutional changes. We could
return to the stance of mutual cooperation in human
rights, focused on the rule of law, matching domestic
with international law, which failed on launching in
the late 1990s. The government dialogue could focus
on practical issues involved in China’s ratification of
the “International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights” (including religious freedom), which it signed
in 1998.

Most important in my view, this mutual cooperation
framework could be used in strategic planning by civic
institutions as well as by economic actors to promote
respect for religious and other rights in China. These
nongovernmental actors are purveyors of “soft power”
(i.e. cultural power, exercised across multiple social
sectors via explicit training and im- plicit modeling of
important values). They often have more influence
and access to the agents of social transformation
than do governmental actors, which typically rely
on“hard” political and military power.

In an era of transnational interaction of all kinds,
government is not always the best choice to play the
leading role in bringing about positive change. In
general, this is an approach that emphasizes “win-
win” diplomacy and multi-sectoral engagement.
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Abstract: We are standing at a pivotal moment in human history. Over the course of

the past few thousand years, countless kings and countries have gained ascendancy over their
neighbors for a while, only to be replaced at the pinnacle of influence by an upstart rival. Only
rarely, however, do entire civilizations either gain or lose a position of dominance. That sort of
transition — which really deserves to be called a revolution — is taking place before our very
eyes. Such colossal shifts in power and prestige are fraught with danger, but also filled with
exciting possibilities. In this article we shall ponder the rise of China in the context of history,
in order to reflect upon our possible responses and roles in this tectonic geo-political shift.
Moving quickly over continents and centuries, | shall make five observations about rising

China, and conclude with some suggestions for both Western and Chinese Christians.
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China Rising in Historical Perspective

1. China’s rise to superpower status
has been sudden and dramatic

Rising

China’s rise can be gauged in comparison with its
recent past. Look back over the poverty, disorder,
and disunion of the first half of the 20th century,
then recall the devastation of World War Il; the isola-
tion of the Mao years; and the chaos of the Cultural
Revolution, and contrast that with the peace, unity,
engagement with the wider world, and material
prosperity we observe today.

China’s rise can also be measured in relation to the
rest of the world, especially the decline of the West,
and particularly the rapid decrease of American
power and prestige. Japan, which once occupied
much of China, now seeks peace with its powerful
neighbor. The colonial presence of Britain is only a
distant and despised memory.

In what follows we shall place this dramatic develop-
ment against the background of China’s own long
history as well as that of the world and of Christian-
ity, but first let us examine some aspects of the rise
of China

Aspects

Most obvious, of course, is the almost incredible
advance into economic and financial dominance over
the past three decades. China has become factory to
the world; it increasingly commands vital resources,
shouldering its rivals, including the United States, out
of the way. The Chinese have penetrated and even
captured markets once considered the domain of
others, starting with toys, textiles, and furniture;
then including computers. Publishing and automobile
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manufacturing are not far behind. And of course
China’s vast currency reserves have dramatically
changed the balance of economic power, as Europe
and the Unites States sink beneath a flood of debt.

After years of self-imposed isolation, strong and
deepening diplomatic ties have been formed with
dozens of countries in Latin America, Africa, Asia,
Europe, and the Middle East.

Imposing scientific progress has been made in space
and even biotechnology.

Huge and ongoing investments in infrastructure have
produced a vast network of roads, railroads, and
telecommunications that exceed those of Europe
and even the United States.

China’s military continues to grow at a rate which
evokes voices of worry from other countries, as its
naval power and projection move beyond the coast-
line into blue waters. China claims the entire South
China Sea as its own, builds a presence on the Spratly
Islands, sends a flotilla to join the campaign against
pirates in the Indian Ocean, and announces its inten-
tion to build a modern navy.

“Soft power” complements military hardware, as
Chinese movies gain awards and large audiences
around the world; Chinese food becomes a major
cuisine; Chinese fashions become popular; tourists
flock in droves to visit China’s historic sites, and Con-
fucius Institutes spring up in major cities around the
globe.

Both admiration for its ancient culture and domi-
nance in sports were achieved last summer at the
Beijing Olympics, as more than a billion people
watched the opening ceremonies in stunned wonder
and saw dozens of Chinese athletes take the win-
ner’s stand as their national anthem became almost
an Olympic theme song.
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Han Chinese have resumed their centuries-old geo-
graphical expansion by immigration, tourism, busi-
ness forays, and the presence of hundreds of thou-
sands of students at the world’s premier universities.
Internally, they have begun to outnumber the previ-
ous inhabitants in sparsely-populated areas such as
Tibet and Xinjiang

At the same time, China’s own horrific pollution has
spread not only to its near neighbors but even to
other continents.

China’s rise includes an unexpected flourishing of
religion, including Buddhism, popular religions, re-
vived Confucianism, and as we all know, Christianity,
such that some people claim that there are more
active Christians in China than in the United States.

Factors

What are some of the factors in this rapid rise?

Internal conditions fostering China’s ascent to super-
power status include thirty years of peace after a
century of warfare, and the openness and reform
policy initiated by Deng Xiaoping. Foreign capital,
foreign technology, foreign experts teaching in
China, and foreigners doing business in China have
all played an indispensable role.

Chinese studying abroad have not only excelled in
their academics, but enriched their homeland with
their newly-gained knowledge and skills, as well as
an awareness of fresh ways of doing things.

Less state intervention in the economy, low taxes,

low wages, and plentiful labor have combined with
the inborn entrepreneurial spirit of the Chinese peo-
ple to create unprecedented prosperity.

Overseas Chinese links have brought vast resources
into the country and formed networks for expansion
into new markets. A favorable balance of trade and
dramatic improvements in living standards for mil-
lions of Chinese have resulted from these and other
factors.

If the history of the first part of the twentieth cen-
tury, which has been so effectively portrayed in the
book Salt & Light, edited by my colleagues Carol
Hamrin and StaceBieler, gives us any clue, might we
also speculate that Christians, both from the
mainland and from overseas, have been at the cen-
ter of much of this progress?

A number of external factors also deserve attention,
such as the collapse of the U.S.S.R, followed by vastly
warmer relations between these two huge
neighbors, the latter being signified just this past
week by a multi-billion oil delivery deal.

Perhaps most unexpectedly to some, but not a sur-
prise to those who have been watching carefully, the
decline of the United States forms a stark contrast,
and perhaps an essential foil, to China’s rise. After its
decisive victory in World War Il, the U.S. was fought
to a stalemate on the Korean peninsula; defeated in
Vietnam; expelled from influence in Iran; humiliated
in Somalia; and devastated by the terrorist attacks in
2001.

The wings of America’s Pacific Fleet were clipped
with the loss of Cam Ranh Bay in Vietnam, then the
harbors and airfields of Taiwan in 1979, the closure
of the vast naval installation at Subic Bay in the Phil-
ippines and the return of Hong Kong to Chinese sov-
ereignty. Denial of these facilities to the U.S. Navy
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represents a serious lessening of America’s ability to
project power in the Far East.

American support for Israel has led to the alienation
of Muslims, aggravated by the War on Terror, the
invasion of Iraq, the presence of American troops in
Saudi Arabia, and the deaths of civilians in  Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. Off the coast of Africa, pirates
seize American ships and take American hostages
almost with impunity.

At home, a failing economy has caught almost every-
one off guard. The debacle on Wall Street has
stripped New York of what little glamour it still pos-
sessed after 9/11, while the bursting of the housing
bubble has erased trillions of dollars from ledger
sheets and portfolios all over the world.

In a desperate attempt to set things right, the gov-
ernment has sent the Federal deficit and national
debt to new and dizzying heights, bringing warnings
that the hyper-inflation of pre-war Germany and
post-war China may ravage what was once the
world’s strongest economy. The loss of the dollar’s
credibility as the world’s reserve currency has
prompted calls by China, Russia and several Muslim
nations for an alternative to the current monetary

system.

With dwindling financial resources, America has al-
ready started downsizing its military, further eroding
its potential as a barrier to a rising China. In recent
years, we have also seen the alienation of European
allies and a dramatic rise in anti-American sentiment
around the world, further weakening the nation that
is increasingly seldom being called “the world’s only
superpower.”

Historical perspective

2. China’s rise reverses recent history and
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restores past glory

As we were reminded during the Beijing Olympics,
China’s rise has ended what the Beijing government
likes to call the “century of humiliation,” which be-
gan with the Opium Wars and featured unequal trea-
ties with European powers, the burning of Summer
Palace; the sack of Beijing after the Boxer Rebellion;
the loss of Hong Kong; and foreign occupation of parts
of China. The stunning defeat by Japan led to removal
of Korea from China’s sphere of influence, not to
mention separation of Taiwan from control by Beijing,
a condition that persists to this day. Mean- while,
Vietnam, traditionally at leats nominally

within China’s sphere of influence, was pried away
from China by the French, and remains outside of
China’s control.

China’s sufferings and humiliation continued in the
twentieth century, with the Japanese invasion and
then occupation of much of China, a long and bloody
civil war, dependence upon the U.S.S.R. for advice
and aid; and U.S. military dominance in East Asia.

All that is now dead and buried in the annals of for-
eign imperialism and domestic disunity.

China’s rise recalls times in previous Chinese history
when the Middle Kingdom was really the center of
its world, enjoying pre-eminence and even domi-
nance in large regions of East Asia. With the recovery
of Hong Kong and Macao, territorial integrity has
been restored. Control over Tibet, Xinjiang, and
much of the old “Silk route” regions, recalls the vast
domains of the Han, Yuan, and Qing dynasties.

Growing regional influence also harks back to the
days when China expected its neighbors to act like
vassals. Its presence in ASEAN, growing influence over
the Korean Peninsula, close ties with Singapore,
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vital support for the military junta in Burma, and
rapidly-tightening ties with Taiwan take us back to
the heyday of the Ming period, when China’s navy
ruled the waves, and to other periods when its army
could launch expeditions far beyond its borders.

China’s economy was for centuries the largest in the
world, and its current economic penetration and
influence, based on a potent combination of the Peo-
ple’s Republic, overseas Chinese, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
and Singapore, has almost recovered that distinction.

In short, we are witnessing the restoration of China’s
past prominence, even dominance, in its “world,”
with an economic, cultural, diplomatic, and military
presence that cannot be ignored. Some analysts be-
lieve that China’s rulers are seeking a return to a
status of virtual “hegemony,” rather than the multi-
polar world order envisioned by Samuel Huntington
a few years ago. At the very least, what we are see-
ing now is the fulfillment of a long-held dream. Those
who worked for the Nationalist revolution one hun-
dred years ago would be thrilled.

Expansionist?

Will this rising China be expansionist? If by that we
mean extending its power beyond its borders, Yes.
For one thing, China is already pursuing an expan-
sionist policy on a number of fronts, as we have
seen. For another, we need only to look at China’s
long history to see instances of expansion beyond
the “core” state —the Qin, Han, Yuan, early Ming,
and early Qing did not widen their territories as a
result of popular votes by peoples eager to come
under the rule of the emperor of China.

If “expansionist” means militarily aggressive, the
answer is only, Maybe. Chinese prefer indirect

means to gain their ends, and they delight in winning
a war without actually engaging in combat. But if
there is no other way to protect their interests, of if
China’s leaders feel threatened at home or abroad, a
potent array of weapons will be ready for action,
backed by millennia of brilliant military strategy,
which places an emphasis upon deception and sur-
prise, as shown in the book, Unrestricted Warfare.
Indeed, since 1950, surprise attacks have been
launched in Korea, India, the offshore islands be-
tween Taiwan and the mainland, and Vietnam. We
should not rule out this possibility, though it is only
that.

3. China’s rise is both typical and unique

Let us now compare China’s rise to that of other na-
tions in the past. To pick only a few instances, we can
cite the victories of the Greek city states, which
stopped the Persian advance; ascendancy of Athens
over other Greek states, only to be replaced by Sparta.
The lightning-fast creation of a Hellenistic empire by
Alexander the Great furnishes a kind of parallel to
China’s rapid emergence, for Greek power and
civilization replaced that of Persia in the Middle East
within two decades. The fractured Hellenistic
kingdoms were then gradually overcome by the
might of Rome, as were the Celtic tribes of Europe.

After several hundred years, Germanic hordes over-
whelmed the effete, corrupt, and over-extended
Roman Empire in the West; a few centuries later, the
Eastern Roman Empire fell to the Arab onslaught,
fueled as it was by a militant Islam.

In the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centu-
ries, Spanish, Portuguese, and Dutch navies created
colonies and empires in Africa, South America, and
Asia. While retaining some influence in the Western
Hemisphere, they were expelled by the British in
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North America, Africa, and Asia. After defeating the
French, Britannia ruled the waves for almost a cen-
tury, while the United States was slowly gathering
strength, Russia was building its empire in Central
Asia and the Far East, and a modernized Japan cast
its ambitious eyes on China’s traditional sphere of
influence.

Indeed, the Japanese, though finally defeated by the
Allies, effectively put a halt to European colonial ad-
vance in Asia. Meanwhile, in Europe, the united Ger-
man states permanently humbled France and even-
tually fought England to exhaustion in two bloody
wars. The Germans were then brought to their knees
by the Russians and the Americans, the two winners
of that awful conflict. During the Cold War, the de-
velopment of nuclear ICBMs radically altered the
balance of power, so that now several different
countries can unleash terrible destructive power on

an enemy.

Common features

Are there any common features to this story? Yes. For
a nation to rise, it generally has required eco- nomic
strength, based upon agricultural sufficiency, or a sure
supply of food; a strong central government or
organization; either rapid ground forces or naval
power, or both, with naval power being more impor-
tant. There must be mastery of new military technol-
ogy, and a sense of “National Destiny.” Hardiness,
both physical and mental, must characterize the citi-

zens.

At the same time, weakness, disunity, ever-extension
of rivals seems to be almost a pre-requisite for a suc-
cessful change in hegemony.

Uniqueness
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China’s current rise meets many of these conditions,
but goes beyond in enough categories to make it
almost unique: Its population size puts China into a
league shared only by India, but China possesses far
more cultural and racial coherence. China’s eco-
nomic strength, including its vast currency reserves
and manufacturing power, is almost unprecedented.
Worldwide “colonization” by millions of energetic and
prosperous Chinese exceeds that of England at its
height, while the rapidity of its rise is almost with- out
parallel.

China commands an impressive combination of mili-
tary resources, including cyber-warfare capability,
ICBMs, growing capacity to neutralize the space-
based technology so vital to America, a modernizing
army, navy, and air force, and an unknown but cer-
tainly huge number of overseas agents with powerful
“5th column” potential.

Well-placed allies form a key component for interna-
tional influence, and China enjoys more or less good
connections with Russia, North Korea, Burma, Cuba,
Venezuela, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Iran, Syria, Su-
dan, and other states unfriendly to America.

Strategic location plays a key part, too. China pos-
sesses a continental base unlike England; with a long
coastal exposure, unlike Russia. It controls both ends
of the Panama Canal, and is tightening its grip upon
the vital sea lanes of the South China Sea.

When you add the growing cultural confidence of
many Chinese, with great pride in their long and
magnificent record of achievements in art, literature,
philosophy, technology, government, ethics, and —
yes —military prowess, you have a potent cocktail.
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In short, China possesses the potential for effective
direct or indirect dominance of almost the entire
globe. That is why some well-informed observers
make bold to say that the rise of China may be the
most significant development in the history of world.

4. China’s rise is fraught with fragility

From the perspective of world history, we can detect
some common features not only of a great power’s
rise, but of its decline. These typically include over-
extension; internal division; economic mistakes, such
as high taxes and/or heavy government intervention
and debasement of the currency. A lack of public
“morality” and a breakdown of national cohesive-
ness sap the will to rule. Natural disasters and strate-
gic blunders, such as the mistakes that both Napo-
leon and Hitler made in Russia, and perhaps that
George Bush committed in Iraq, can lead to disas-
trous setbacks. Powerful enemies also do their part.

For these and other reasons, all world empires have
been temporary, with that of Athens and of America
being two of the briefest reigns of glory.

In China’s case, there are obstacles to its continued
rise, and ominous signs of troubled waters ahead.

Internal

Internal warnings are coming from a variety of direc-
tions. Rising rebellions, fueled by rural resentment
and urban unrest are being caused by endemic cor-
ruption of local officials, as seen in the shoddy school
construction in Sichuan. Favored “princelings” also
arouse the ire of common people.

Party divisions threaten the unity that is essential for
any government to stand. Traditionalists argue for
more state control, especially now that capitalism
seems discredited, while “reformers” still believe in
allowing the market to work. Restless citizens keep
pushing the envelope towards more freedom, and
individualistic youth join with angry consumers and
an aroused middle class to produce a pool of discon-
tent. Civil rights activists and signers of Charter ‘08”
publicly call for political reform, while the more than
120,000 demonstrationsin 2008 testify to the depth
and breadth of popular resentment. Some are even
whispering the sentiment that the Communist Party,
like many a corrupt predecessor, has lost the Man-
date of Heaven.

The government is very aware of the presence of
widening economic divisions that could produce in-
stability. The gaps between rich and poor; urban and
rural residents; coastal and hinterland regions; not to
mention ethnic tensions between the Han and Tibet-
ans and Muslims, add to Beijing’s worries.

Such ingredients have brewed widespread revolts in
the past, and | have read somewhere that there are
already more than 100 revolutionary movements at
present, including some pretty scary semi-“Christian”
millenarian sects. With the memory of the quasi-
Christian Taiping rebellion, which almost toppled the
Manchu dynasty, before them, it is no wonder that
government officials fear a highly-organized Christian
movement with a rural base, connections in the cit-

ies, and foreign support!

Looming in the foreground is the terrible environ-
mental crisis- the shortage of clean water, deadly air,
depleted or poisoned soil - all leading to disease,
disruption, disillusionment and anger against the
government, as well as growing international out-
rage.
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Incredibly rapid urbanization has brought with it loss
of agricultural sufficiency, and an unstable migrant
worker population, while demographic trends such
as an aging population and huge surplus of males
portend trouble ahead.

Rising health dangers include a creeping epidemic of
HIV/AIDS; endemic heart disease; respiratory ail-
ments. Another outbreak of SARS or bird flu could
create social disorder on a large scale.

Unexpected shocks, as devastating as they are sud-
den, can upset carefully-laid plans and introduce
fearsome volatility. Natural disasters, such as last
year’s winter storms and the terrible earthquake, are
always possible, as are internal events, such as the
Tibetan riots in 2008.

The current economic slowdown caught many off
guard, and has spawned unemployment and internal
conflict over role of the state in the economy. As the
rest of the world sinks into recession or even depres-
sion, China’s own slower growth, plus anger over
entrance into WTO and close ties to the world econ-
omy, could erode support for the current regime.

External

External threats to the stability of China are not lack-
ing, either. The existence of an autonomous, democ-
ratic Taiwan presents a constant reminder of another
way of governing China, one in which basic human
rights are guaranteed, including that of the unre-
stricted practice of religion. The rise of a nuclear-
armed India poses no immediate threat, pre-
occupied as the Indians are with Pakistan, but one
must not underestimate the potential of a clash of
fundamental interests coupled with radical Hinduism
to lead to real conflict, especially as India feels pres-
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sured by China’s moves in the Indian Ocean.

Nor should we forget Islamic influence, in China’s far
West, in South East Asia, where Chinese settlers have
been seen as a threat for decades, and in the
neighboring countries of Central Asia. All is currently
relatively quiet on the western front, but things
could change in a flash.

What shall we say about the Middle East, where an
American conflict with Iran could shut down the vital
oil supply line running through the Straits of Hormuz
before the pipeline to Russia is fully operative? What
would happen if Japan decides to go nuclear to pro-
tect itself from its former enemy? Does anyone know
what is going to happen on the Korean Peninsula?
Would a nervous Russia ever resort to an oil
shutoff or even atomic weapons to counter China’s
rapid de facto colonization of eastern Siberia or
some other perceived threat? Can we be sure that a
future American president won’t do something rash?

If the current economic crisis results in the sudden
collapse of American and European economies, how
would that affect China’s own precarious prosperity?

Scenarios

Based on the past and the present, can we make any
guesses — for that is all they can be — about the fu-
ture? Several possible scenarios have been put for-
ward. One is that the status quo will continue, with
the Communist Party somehow successfully mud-
dling through. Another, less likely, option, is that
China would break up into regions, as it did after the
Revolution of 1911. A third, equally unlikely as it
seems to me, would be a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy, which was attempted by the Republic of
China in the pre-war period and finally achieved on
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Taiwan.

If we look both at China’s very recent history and at
the ways in which previous dynasties have followed
each other, it seems very possible to me that the
People’s Liberation Army would step in to save the
nation from descending into chaos in an emergency
caused by any of the threats | have just mentioned,
or an explosive mix of them. The army was called in
to quell the Red Guards when they got out of control
in the 1960s, and once again to put down the popu-
lar demonstrationsin 1989. Each time the troops
returned to their barracks, though they gained more
influence in the government after the Tiananmen
incident. What if, like the Manchu troops who were
asked to help save a dying Ming dynasty, they do
their job and then stay around?

Though it was nominally a constitutional republic,
China was in fact governed by generals from 1911 to
1949. Why could we not see another nationalist and
basically socialist regime in the future? Such a state
would feature strict control, a strong appeal to
China’s past glory, a passion for its future honor, and
a high potential for war, especially if that was consid-
ered the only way to re-unite the nation.

Christian history

China’s rise presents both opportunities and chal-
lenges to the Christian church

In the light of all this, we can see that China’s rise
presents both opportunities and challenges to the
Christian church.

If we scan the pages of church history, we shall ob-
serve several ways in which Christians have related
to a powerful state.

There have been cases of Christian expansion under
an imperial “peace,” such as the PaxRomana, Pax
Britannica, and Pax Americana. Christianity has ex-
panded also with the support of a rising power, such
as Charlemagne’s “Holy Roman Empire,” the alliance
of crown and church in the colonial territories of
Catholic Spain and Portugal and of Protestant Hol-
land and Britain. In the first half of the twentieth
century, the United States of America identified itself
as a “Christian” nation, and sought, at least in theory,
to promote the interests of Christianity wherever its
power advanced.

We can find cases, also, of the church beings spon-
sored, approved, or even conjoined to the state by an
established imperial government, as in Rome af- ter
Constantine; the Byzantine Empire; Roman Ca-
tholicism in Europe and Latin America, and the es-
tablished Protestant churches of western Europe.
There was some of this also in the case of the
“Church of the East” in Tang and Yuan China, though
mixed with state support of other religions.

Advantages & disadvantages

We can not deny that certain advantages accrue to
such state support, including prestige, financial re-
sources, and political protection. On the other hand,
numerous disadvantages also come with state pa-
tronage, including connection with unwelcome
dominance, as in the case of the Dutch Reformed
Church in Indonesia and the Roman Catholic and
Protestant churches in 19th-20th century China. Even
worse, however, are the pride, arrogance, as-
sumption of cultural superiority, and reliance on man
that tend to accompany sponsorship by a mighty
government or country. Christian spirituality under
these conditions tends to be crippled by forgetting the
Cross, love of this world, advanced and moribund
ecclesiastical organization, and even “dead ortho-
doxy.” All too often, church leaders with state pa-
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tronage have been guilty of abusing power to sup-
press “heresy” and have been co-opted by the rulers
for their own political ends. One thinks of Czarist
Russia, the German Church, and even some periods
of the Church of England, and the way that “civil re-
ligion” has silenced the American church.

Perhaps the most harm has come when Christians
have allowed the cultural values of their culture to
penetrate the church, rather than allowing the truth
of the Bible to transform our cultural values. One
particularly dangerous error is to confuse love of
country with complete agreement with whatever our
country does. Sometimes patriotism involves speak-
ing out with a prophetic voice — something we in the
West have not done enough.

To me, the worst case scenario for China would be
for some Chinese “Constantine” to decide he could
not destroy the church and that he needed to favor
Christianity in order to strengthen his hand and run
the country. We must pray that this will never hap-
pen to Christians in China!

There is another model of church growth, however:
Expansion under pressure and even persecution.
Early Christianity provides one of the best examples,
but so does the history of the Anabaptists in Europe,
the Pilgrims in the first period of American coloniza-
tion, Christians in India today, and of course Chinese
Christians at various times and in various places.

We must not minimize the disadvantages of such an
existence. Suffering can be terribly painful; the ne-
cessity of clandestine operations creates tension and
stress and may foster loss of trust, lack of coordina-
tion, and the growth of heresies and sects. Under
constant pressure, it’s easy to encourage an un-
healthy “martyr” mentality, and hard to build a
healthy church life.

3980

On the other hand there are advantages to state
suspicion and even persecution. Such churches tend
to stress the primacy of evangelism and love; they
preach the centrality of the Cross; they rely upon
God'’s power and presence; they are nurtured by a
heavenly hope. As we have seen in China, govern-
ment restrictions tend to produce house churches,
which multiply rapidly, training new leaders and call-
ing forth the participation of ordinary believers along
the way.

If Christians learn from the past, they may avoid some
previous mistakes. After all, that is the chief purpose
of looking at current events from a historical
perspective — that we gain wisdom thereby. The time
for Western leadership in the church, as in the world,
is coming to an end. The era of American wealth,
power, and prestige is over. Westerners will be able
to contribute to Chinese Christianity only if they re-
nounce all national and cultural arrogance; seek to
be pre-eminent only in service, to be outstanding
only in humility, to lead only by example, to prevail
only in prayer.

Chinese Christians would also be wise to avoid errors
committed by Western Christians, while retaining
whatever is good in what Westerners have done
among them. They should not forget how God has
grown the great Chinese church of today — hard
work, suffering, prayer, the message of the Cross and
the power of the Resurrection, loving community
and the reliance upon God. They need to remember
the fatal compromises that Christians in the past
have made with the world’s obsession with power,
vainly believing that political connections and bulging
bank accounts would advance the true kingdom of
God. It would be good for them not to follow the
common pattern of identifying one’s country or our
culture with the kingdom of God, or thinking that
China is God’s chosen nation, as some used to call
America. Western Christians have all too often con-
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fused their culture with the Gospel, and have mixed
culture and Christianity in ways that have not been
consistent the Bible’s world view. We see some of
this sort of thing taking place among “culture Chris-
tians” in China today, with potentially debilitating
consequences.

Now is a good time for Chinese Christians to apply
biblical principles to all aspects of life, seeking to
serve as salt and light in a society with many ills, pro-
moting harmony, obedience to the government, and
care for the poor and weak in times of increasing
insecurity and fear.

Some of the values of traditional Chinese culture have
been increasingly called into question by Chi- nese
themselves since the early 20th century, and some of
the myths by which the current regime stays in power
have lost their persuasive power. With Chi- nese in
command of their own destiny, their prob- lems can
no longer be blamed on foreigners. Perhaps more
self-criticism will bring significant progress, even as
the positive contributions of traditional Chi-

nese culture are re-affirmed.
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Abstract: This article discusses the relationship between Christianity diffusion in China
and classical dramas, (RYt) . (EM) and (& EIE) . after a series of analysis, the
author has a conclusion that , In the modern academic history of different times, there are
many different reaction of Christianity spirit., in fact, the Christianity has a positive effective to

Chinese modern drama. Also, Christianity diffusion pushed industry of Chinese modern drama.
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Abstract : This project seeks to elaborate the notion of Gift in Luther’s and Calvin’s theologies

in the context of contemporary theological discussion of gift. For anyone who is interested in
this topic, both Martin Luther and John Calvin are those they cannot ignore. The most signifi-
cant character of the reformers’ theologies lies in their exclusive emphasis on the grace of
God, which is exactly another name of God’s gift. With regard to this, this essay shows how
the interpretation of gift in Luther and Calvin could be assimilated by contemporary theology
of gift, while offering a critical reflection on their theory through a critical dialogue with cer-

tain contemporary thinkers such as John Milbank and Jacques Derrida.

Key words: Luther, Calvin, gift, grace
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Abstract: this article point out that chinese theology construct cannot get out from the west-
ern theology. This construct is extension of western theology. The beginning of chinese theol-
ogy construct is from the experience of chirstians bible reading and learning from god’s words.
The chinese life experience is trained by classic popular books reading. Therefore, con-

sidering its form, chinese theology construct is a processing of classic chinese culture material
reading in chirstian’s view. During the processing, the <bible> became a classic literature of
chinese culture. According to the analysis of the difference from chinese culture and western
culture about solving concept problem, it shows the connection between theology construct
and literature reading.
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